
CMSA Meeting Minutes – March 5th 2017 
 
Attendance: 
Nathan Rider  William Kennedy William Forsey Emma Pillsworth  
Nuinui Wang  Shannon Fitzpatrick Kathryne Brockman Rachel Bethune  
Angela Schneider Elise Walsh 
 
  
Missing: 
None 
 
Meeting Agenda (2 hours) 
Introduction – Food, Call to Order, Icebreaker 
 
 
Updates/Announcements: 
VP External – Provincial 
 None 
  
VP External – National  
 None 
 
VP Education 

Approved an anatomy course change in which anatomy will be taken out of the 
individual numbered courses and turned into its own longitudinal course.  

 
VP Communications 
 None 
 
VP Events 
 Orientation planning is underway. Summer formal location has been booked.  
 
VP Finance 

Traditionally the April CMSA meeting is the budget meeting. VP finance will meet with 
each VP to discuss their budget line before the April meeting in which in needs to be 
approved.  
   

VP SAW 
Updates on action items from last meeting, all are underway, all of those not completed 
are carrying over till next month’s meeting.  

   
VP Global and Community Health 
 None 
  
President 

 Uzair and Na’ama are still following up on the religious holidays document 



    
Approval/Amendment of Minutes    
BIRT that CMSA council approves February 7th meeting minutes to be posted to 
calgarymsa.com 
 Mover: Nathan Rider 
 Seconder: Angela Schneider 
 Passes unanimously  
 
 
Resolutions 
 
1) BIRT the annual $1,000 budget line currently dedicated for the VP SAW Physician Wellness 
Conference be changed to be allocated instead to the  “We Care Commitee” to ensure perpetuity 
of collegial caring and compassion amongst the medical students at the University of Calgary”. 
 Mover: Nuinui Wang 
 Seconder: Shannon Fitzpatrick 
 Passes unanimously  
 
2) BIRT that the VP Events reallocates funds in the amount of $553 currently allocated to the 
2018 MMI budget line to cover the remaining costs of the 2018 HeadShave Event that is 
currently been paid out of student’s pockets.  
 Mover: Elise Walsh 
 Seconder: Rachel Bethune  
 Passes unanimously   
 
3) BIRT that the VP External – National will use $250 from the general conference budget line 
to fund the VP Education’s admissions the SGM meeting this year.  
 Mover: Kate Brockman 
 Seconder: Elise Walsh  
 Passes unanimously  
  
 
  
Presentations, Reports and/or Discussions: 
 
1) Head Shave Discussion 
 Presenter: Elise Walsh, Cole Sugden 
 Estimated Time: 10min 
 Notes: Cole Sugden representing Headshave committee. Event occurred Feb 5th, and they 
had purchased food/materials for the event, but sponsorship from Scotiabank fell through very 
close to event, and no one was willing to sponsor the event after it had occurred. Looking for 
funding through the UME and the CMSA. All funds raised from the event were donated directly 
to Kids Cancer Care, and it was deemed unethical to reallocate those funds. They are currently 
out $550. Currently no line in the VP events budget for Headshave, but VP events is willing to 
reallocate the extra budget for MMI’s to the Headshave.  

   



2) School Photo Release Policy/CMSA Facebook Page 
 Presenter: Shannon Fitzpatrick 
 Estimated Time: 5min 
 Notes: Should we go through an extensive photo release policy to get pictures of our 
event onto a CMSA website? Do we want our own page to show information about events we 
host, or could we piggyback on the existing Cumming School of Medicine facebook page. We 
decided that we will contact the UME if the VP communications can help create content for the 
facebook page.  
 
3) Library Hours Extensions 
 Presenter: Nathan Rider 
 Estimated Time: 5 min 
 Notes: We want to extend library hours, will pass this job onto our library rep to 
investigate if we could extend library hours for medical students on the foothills campus.  
 
4) Executive Emails on CMSA Website 
 Presenter: Shannon Fitzpatrick 
 Estimated Time: 5 min 
 Notes: We will not be posting our personal emails on the cmsa website, but we will make 
the cmsa@ucalgary.ca email much larger and more obvious on the website incase people want to 
contact us. VP communications is in charge of this email and disseminates all emails to 
appropriate VPs when new information comes in.  
 
5) Student Access Committee (Dr. Coderre Proposal) 
 Presenter: Nathan Rider 
 Estimated Time: 5 min 
 Notes: Dr. Coderre wants to know if we should organize a committee on approving 
presentations/content from outside third parties. It is proposed that the professionalism 
committee could handle these presentations and ensure that the content that is being presented to 
us is appropriate/unbiased. We will draft guidelines.  
 
6) How to Processes (On Behalf of Sue-Ann/UME) 
 Presenter: Nathan Rider 
 Estimated Time: 10 min 
 Notes: Sue Ann is putting together a “How To” website for all the important steps in 
doing different things around the school (ie. Professionalism complaints). We will email her all 
the things that we want added to the webpage.  
 
7) Use of Extra Conference Travel Funds 
 Presenter: Emma Pillsworth 
 Estimated Time: 15 min 
 Notes: We have extra funds for CFMS that could send another student to the conference. 
How should we spend this money? Global Health is already considering cutting their 
involvement as if they are not involved in a helpful round table, and suggest an extra student 
would not gain much if they are not involved in a round table. We do have students that are 
presenting position papers in the CFMS, and it is possible that they are in need of funding. If this 



money wasn’t used, it will just remain in the CMSA budget. How could we select a student to 
receive this funding? Lottery style for those who have written a position paper? What if the 
winning student receives funding from the CFMS as well? We will open the funding to the class 
with the caveat that if they receive funding from the CFMS as well, they will not also receive 
funding from the CMSA. 
 
8) VP Education Funding for SGM  
 Presenter: William Foresy, Kathryn Brockman  
 Estimated Time: 15 min 
 Notes: VP Educations will be in Halifax for the CCME meeting at the same time the 
SGM meetings occur. They are wondering if they can get funding for admission for the SGM as 
they will not need funding for flights or accommodation as they will already be in Halifax. Will 
the meetings overlap? Could be a good way to assess if the VP Educations should be at CFMS 
meetings in the future. This year is special as they will already be in Halifax, but question about 
future involvement and whether there is going to be more value in funding other students in our 
class rather than VP Educations going where there is no round table for them. We will fund their 
admission fees this year out of the general conference budget.  
 
9) Representation on Informatics Committee 
 Presenter: Rachel Bethune 
 Estimated Time: 10 min 
 Notes: Attendees have read the profiles of the three applicants for the position on the 
Informatics Committee. The position is not a voting position, but would represent our class on an 
advisory level at meetings within Alberta on informatics. A vote was completed by the voting 
members of the CMSA and a winner was chosen in a blind vote with all conflicts of interest 
removed from the room (ie. The VP External – Provincial who knew who the applicants were). 
 
10) Getting Involved in Leadership Outside the CMSA  
 Presenter: Nathan Rider 
 Estimated Time: 10 min 
 Notes: Dr. Coderre came to us to discuss students are struggling to get involved with 
leadership with faculty if they are not part of the CMSA. However, students are not filling 
available elected positions in elections time and time again, so this is a good way to get involved. 
Additionally, VPs are not being approached by students to get involved with faculty so it is new 
to us that this is an issue. Additionally, many meetings involve confidential information and it is 
unrealistic that it is open to all students. Additionally, all students that sit on committees that do 
most of the interaction with faculty are elected because we operate on a democratic platform. 
However if a student felt that this was a big enough issue to discuss this with Dr. Coderre, then it 
should be addressed. Additionally there are many opportunities outside of the CMSA for 
students to get involved, whether it be interest groups or other student groups etc.  
 
11) Unmatched CMG Discussion  
 Presenter: Nathan Rider 
 Estimated Time: 15 min 
 Notes: UofC had 12 unmatched graduates, and across the country there were 222 
unmatched graduates following the first iteration of CaRMS match. There is a resistance from 



the government to increase spots, or decrease spots in medical classes. VP External – Provincial 
will have a more formal conversation with the college and the AMA on what they see is best in 
this issue, however, we can develop a student motion (either formally or informally) to support 
unmatched grads. SAW is telling students wrong information about the IMG spots reserved at 
the UofC. We will have a meeting with the class to try and address this issue.  
 
 
 


